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 Citizens’ Advisory Commission Meeting 

Pueblo Colorado   

Minutes February 28, 2013 

 

Members in Attendance: Members Absent: 

  

Irene Kornelly, Chair  

Terry Hart, Vice Chair  

Ken Griffin 

Doug Knapp, for Joe Schieffelin 

Aaron Serna, Governor’s Office 

Ross Vincent  

 

Jeff Chostner 

John Thatcher  

 

 

Opening and Introductions 

The Pledge of Allegiance was said.  The Citizens’ Advisory Commission (CAC) members introduced 

themselves. The meeting minutes were approved with a correction.  

 

There is a new internet address (URL) for the state’s PCAPP web page: 
http://tinyurl.com/PCAPP-Administrative-Record  

 

And for the Citizens’ Advisory Group:  http://tinyurl.com/CO-ChemDeMil-CAC 

 

Project Announcements  

Quick updates 

 

None 

 

Pueblo Chemical Depot Update          

LTC Greenhaw, PCD Commander  

 

LTC Greenhaw explained what sequestration means to the site.  The planning for budget uncertainty and 

spending cuts have been intensified.  The site is planning for the worst, including civilian furloughs.  Base 

support expenditures have to be reduced by 30%.  Nearly all training and conference attending has been 

stopped.  Only mission critical activities are being done.  The core mission will continue.  PCAPP 

timeline might be affected.  There will be a 20% reduction in the civilian work force hours which means 1 

day a week.  The site’s flexibility within the law is limited.   

 

What is the projected timeframe for furlough? 

LTC Greenhaw: In late April.   

 

Terry Hart: Are you prepared for the hiring freeze? 

LTC Greenhaw: Yes, we are prepared.  We are looking at how to get exceptions to the freeze.  There are a 

lot of unknowns.   

 

Irene Kornelly: What kind of support are you getting from Chemical Materials Activity (CMA) and Army 

Material Command (AMC)? 

LTC Greenhaw:  We have the full support of Mr. Barkley.  There are daily information updates on the 

events. 

Irene Kornelly:  Is there going to be as much impact to the workers that are guarding the stockpile?   
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LTC Greenhaw: There is no exemption for any of the employees.   

Irene Kornelly:  I don’t think we can afford to look at lessening the security of the stockpile itself.   

LTC Greenhaw:  That is how we are looking at it.  We don’t have the authority to do anything at this 

point.   

 

Doug Knappe:  If there is an impact and you have to look at the stockpile risk will you communicate with 

the regulatory agency?  To access risk unilaterally is something that will involve compliance with the 

permit.  Would there be notification?   

LTC Greenhaw:  Yes, we will continue to be transparent, there is some uncertainty.   

 

 

Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment Update     

Doug Knappe, Unit Leader   

 

The state is continuing to process the Permit Renewal Application with PCD environmental cleanup side.  

The state has asked for some additional information.  The consolidation of Contingency and Preparedness 

Prevention Plans are still in the works for all of the igloos.   

 

PCAPP construction oversight is continuing along, with the permit modifications required to be submitted 

through the permit compliance schedule.    

 

 

Pueblo Chemical Agent-Destruction Pilot Plant (PCAPP) Program Update    

Bruce Huenefeld, Site Project Manager, ACWA  

Doug Omichinski, Bechtel Project Manager 

Tom Schultz, ACWA /PAO 

 

The ACWA civilian staff is under a hiring freeze also, exception requests have been submitted for critical 

positions.  Systemization work is proceeding.  ACWA is looking at contingency plans during the 

sequestration period.  In the event of furloughs the work schedules will be staggered to maintain full 

oversite.   

 

The PCAPP construction completion was celebrated on December 12, 2012. The construction 

documentation with the state is still ongoing.  

 

As of January 31, 2013 

PCAPP staff has accomplished: 

 249   Safe Work Days 

 1,375,177       Safe Work Hours 

 

Bechtel Pueblo Team non-manual:  575 

  Pueblo – 571 

– (151 Pueblo County hires ~ 26%)    

– (40 Colorado hires ~ 7%)  

–  Off-project locations – 4 

 Construction Workers: 99  

– Bechtel direct-hire – 27    

Subcontractor personnel – 72 
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There is progress on the various commissioning and startup activities.   

The equipment control room is communicating with the distributing control system that controls all the 

equipment on the site.   

 

Subcommittee Updates 

 

The Permitting Workgroup met and 3 Permit Modifications were discussed.  The modifications are on the 

web site.  Contingency plans were discussed if something went wrong in the plant and closure plans for 

the plant.   

 

Next Subcommittee meetings are tentatively scheduled:  April 24, 2013 at 2:00 pm, District Attorney’s 

Office Conference Room, 701 Court Street, Pueblo 

 

Closing and adjournment 

Tentative Date for the next CAC meeting: April 24, 2013 at 6:00 pm. 

Location:  McHarg Park Community Center   
 


